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. and His wrath flared, and a fire of HASHEM burned against them, and it consumed at the edge
of the camp. 2 The people cried out to Moses; Moses prayed to HASHEM, and the fire died down.
3 He named that place Taberah, for the fire of HAsneEM had burned against them. ;
e rabble that was among them cultivated a craving, and the Children of Israel also wept -
once more, and said, “Who will feed us meat? 5 We remember the fish that we ate in Egypt free
of charge; and the cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions, and garlic. ® But now, our life is parched,
there is nothing; we have nothing to anticipate but the manna!”
7 Now the manna was like coriander seed and its color was like the color of b'dolach. ® The
people would stroll and gather it, and grind it in a mill or pound it in a mortar and cook it ina
_pot or make it into cakes, and it tasted like the taste of dough kneaded with oil. ® When the dew
*descended upon the camp at night, the manna would descend upon it.
10,Moses heard the people weeping in their family groups, each one at the entrance of his tent,
and the wrath of HASHEM flared greatly; and in the eyes of Moses it was bad.
11 Moses said to HASHEM, “Why have You done evil to Your servant; why have I not found
favor in Your eyes, that You place the burden of this entire people upon me? 12 Did | conceive
this entire people or did I give birth to it, that You say to me, ‘Carry them in your bosom,

as a nurse carries a suckling, to the Land that You swore to its forefathers? '3 Where shall I get
meat to give to this entire people when they weep to me, saying, ‘Give us meat that we may eat?
14| alone cannot carry this entire nation, for it is too heavy for me! 1> And if this is how You deal
with me, then kill me now, if I have found favor in Your eyes, and let me not see my evill”
—yﬁ HasHEM said to Moses, “Gather to Me seventy men from the elders of Israel, whom you
know to be the elders of the people and its officers; take them to the Tent of Meeting and have
them stand there with you. 17 ] will descend and speak with you there, and | will increase some
of the spirit that is upon you and place it upon them, and they shall bear the burden of the people
with you, and you shall not bear alone.
18 “To the people you shall say, ‘Prepare yourselves for tomorrow and you shall eat meat,
for you have wept in the ears of HASHEM, saying: Who will feed us meat? for it was better for
us in.Egypt! So HAsHEM will give you meat and you will eat. '° Not for one day shall you eat,
nor two days, nor five days, nor ten days, and nor twenty days. 2 (ntil an entire month of days,
until it comes out of your nose, and becomes nauseating to you, because you have rejected
HasHEM Who is in your midst, and you have wept before Him, saying: Why did we leave
Egypt?" "

21 Moses said, “Six hundred thousand footmen are the people in whose midst | am, yet You
say | shall give them meat, and they shall eat for a month of days! ? Can sheep and cattle be
slaughtered for them and suffice for them? Or if all the fish of the sea will be gathered for them,
would it suffice for them?” ;

23 HAsHEM said to Moses, “Is the;hand of HASHEM limited? Now you will see whether My word
comes to pass or not!” v

24 Moses left and spoke the words of HASHEM to the people; and he gathered seventy men
_from among the elders of tf;e_ people and had them stand around the Tent.
;k' AsHEM descended in a tloud and spoke to him, and He increased some of the spirit that
was upon him and gave it to the seventy men, the elders; when the spirit rested upon them, they
p rgphesied, but did not deeso again. T

~»6 Two men remained behind in the camp, the name of one was Eldad and the name of the

second was Medad, and the spirit rested upon them; they had been among the recorded on"esk__

but they had not gone out to the Tent, and they prophesied in the camp. 21 The youth ran ar
told Moses, and he said, “Eldad and Medad are prophesying in the camp.”

28 Joshua son of Nun, the servant of Moses since his youth, spoke up and said, “My lord ;
Moses, incarcerate them!" ~ .
2 Moses said to him, “Are you being zealous for' my sake? Would that the entire people of *

HasHEM could be prophets, if HASHEM would but place His splpr?t upon them!”

e

Ss’é;hiitniil;é;t_héb ey felf that di

Artsool- Store Guresks

"y ubaKY m — Who will feed us meat? There was no
shortage of meat; the tribes of Reuben and Gad had enor-
mous flocks (32:1). The talk of meat was only a pretext for
them to complain about the manna {Rashi). In the more
literal sense, it is true that there was meat, but It was
probably too expensive for them to eat regularly. Fish,
however, was but a nostalgic memaory, as implied by the next
verse, for in the Wilderness they had no access to fish
(Ramban).

5. oyn — Free of charge. While in Egypt, they had received
food from their slave masters, fish from fisherman, and fruits
and vegetables from farmers (Ramban). Fish was so plentiful
in the Nile that it was virtually free (Ibn Ezra).

Alternatively, the Egyptians, who would not even give
them straw for their work, surely would not give them free
food! These protesters meant that the food in Egypt was free
in the sense that it came without any obligation to perform
mitzvos (Rashi; Sifre).

b

Moses knew full well that a group of elders would notbe
able to provide meat, and he knew that in times of crisis the
people would still complain to him as their leader, liberator,
and lawgiver. hoped that a new group of leaden

would be able to calm them and even take some d!

C

26. ovana1 M — They had been among the recorded ones.
Since the Sanhedrin had only seventy seats, Moses would
have had to select six members from each of ten tribes, and
only five from the other two. Fearing that the two tribes with
fewer members would balk at accepting his decision that
they have less representation, Moses selected six qualified

attend the drawing,

(Rashi here from Sifre) or because they were afraid they
would draw blank lots and be humiliated (:ﬁasﬁ' to Sanhedrin
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26. T3 UK TR — Two men remained behind in the camp. These -
two Elders, Eldad and Meidad, were particularly respected for their modesty and
humility. The Midrash teaches that they were distinguished from the other
Elders in five ways: (1) the other Elders pr_edictgd~ pn!xmwhat would happen the
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next day regarding”fhe__fq}?a'il‘ v_vh]le Efdgd and Méidacj predicted the distant

future; (2) the others prophesied only for a dav [

ry to the
previous verse] wher_eqs_ Eldad and Meidad did so for the rest of their lives; (3)
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the other elders died in the __c»i»gis_e__t:vt_ _but Eldad and Meidad were still leaders after

Moses’ death; (4) ffi_ej;";{a';x}g_s“a}re the only ones mentioned in the Torah; and (5)
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the other Elders received t'.hg'gifft of prophecy From Moses but Eldad and Meidad
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received theirs directly from Hashem. (Midrash Tanchurma)
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27. 73793 BRI W 199K — Eldad and Meidad are prophesying in the

camp. Descriptions of what they were
Yerushalmi, the Talmud (Sarhedrin

would ultimately bring misfortune upon the people

Meidad saw a vision in which at the end of time

h

would wage war on the land of Canaan, and j@hé‘éhn'{é"i}'vb}‘la'\}&EHIHBEy homage

prophesying are found in Targum 6
17a) and the Midrash (Midrash

Tanchuma, Korach 12). Eldad foresaw _th‘e_c_iay that ques would die and Joshua,
son of Nun, would succeed him as leader of the nation. Joshua would then be
the one to lead the people info Canaan and overeee the distribution of the land.
Meidad prophesied that 'q'u‘ai-lb from the sea would cover the camp of Israel, but
ely bring misfortune upon In addition, both Eldad and
he nations Gog and Magog
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to gl:\_g'x«n‘.v[b_lote that the numerical value of the letters of a9, Gog and Magog,
equals seventy, corresponding to the seventy nations of the world.] Although,

many military rulers and armies would wage battle against the Jews returning

from exile, Hashem would help Israel and destroy their enemy.

When Moses’ son Gershom heard these prophecies he ran to tell his father. 7
Moses took them calmly but Joshua was very shaken by the prediction that

Moses would die in the desert and that he would have the great responsibility

of succeeding his master.
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4. abbi Shimon says: If three have eaten at the same

table and have not spoken words of Torah there, it
is as if they have eaten of offerings to the dead idols{ as
it is said: For all tables are full of vomit and filth,

without the Omnipresent (Isaiah 28:8). But if three have
eaten at the same table and have spoken words of Torah
there, it-is as if they have eaten from the table of the
Omnipresent, as it is said: And he said to me, “This is the

table that is before HASHEM” (Ezekiel 41:22).
e

Just as physical digestion is dependent on the presence of certain enzymes
that convert the food into the body’s necessary building blocks, so is the
absorption of the nucleus of kedushah that is withih the fopd dependent on the

- spiritual “enzymes.” These are the berachos that progéed consumption of
food, whereby one invokes the Name of God as one thanks Him for the food.
Similarly, sharing words of Torah at the table enables the neshamah to extract
the spark of kedushah in the food and absorb it.

If one eats without reciting the appropriate berachos or sharing words of
Torah, the body indeed absorbs the minerals, proteins, fats, and carbohydrates
which give it life. However, insofac as the neshamah is concerned. ine nucleus.
of Godliness that was in the food is not extracted. The neshamah does not get
its life-sustaining nutrition. What could have been considered equivalent to
eating the meat of an offering is instead zivchei meisim, literally, a lifeless
offering.

We have already noted that everything a person does, even the most mun-
dane acts, can be directed #oward the service of God. Eating in a manner that
nourishes the neshamah is indeed fulfilling the Divine wish.
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The Layers of an Onion

Rav Yaakov Kamenetsky, in his commentary on Chumash gives
us an important insight. There is a concept in the Torah of pardes.
This means that every piece of the Torah ca j n
four major levels and numerous sublevels. 'Ihe!_qr level are called:
peshat, the simple meaning; remez, hints and allusions; derush,
homiletics; sod, esoterica. The word pardes forms an acronym for

these four categories of interpretation. You could say that the Torah

is like an onion. You keep peeling back the layers only to find more
and more layers underneath.

A person, writes Ray Yaakov, also has his own pardes. his own
particular levels of meaning and interpretation. People are exceed-
ingly complex creatures. They are also onions. You see one thing
on the surface, and you think you understand him. You think you
know what is motivating him and driving him. But you really don't.
Peel back the uppermost layer, and you will find an entirely differ-
ent motive underneath. Dig a little deeper, and you will find more
motives and more agendas that you might never have known ex-
isted. There #re conscious forces and subconscious forces, and all
of them have a powerful effect on the person’s behavior, attitudes
and activities. So what is really driving him? It is almost never those
things that meet the eye.

The Sages, with their profound understanding of the human
condition, always sought to show us the hidden agenda. We see
31 -
Later on, the people complained about the food. They sat on the
ground and cried. Once again, there is a problem with the story:

People can be difficult, and it is not unheard of that they shopﬂd
complain about food. People are always complaining about the

food. But who cries over onions and garlic? Do whole families sit
down and cry over watermelons? No, this does iiot seem right. So
the Sages reveal that there was a hidden agenda. Something deep-
er was festering. Something like the pajpﬁil dissolution of strong
emotional-bonds. And the Torah usesithe word lemishpechosav to
tell us thig — that they are crying over family matters, longstanding
marital relationships that must be abandoned in the light of the

Torah's prohibitions.
w;,l,
[/°The Measure of Greatness

In the language of Torah literature, this kind of hidden agenda
is called negius, subjectivity. Subconscious forces are constantly at
work in our minds and hearts, steering us in directions not nec-
essarily of our conscious choosing. We are incessantly swayed by
considerations of financia! gain, personal honor, love, hate, resent-

ments, envy, ambition, even if we are unaware that this is happen- -

ing. By their constant probing of the underlying motivations of the

people in the Torah, the Sages are letting us know that negius al-
ways affects behavior.

Every decision we make, everything that we do is instigated by

reasons within reasons and motives within motives, but often we
ggxl’t realize it. The Torah states, “Hashochad yeaver einei chacha-

mim. Bribery blinds the eyes of the wise” We ai% in a constant state

of being bribed by our subconscious, which seeks to gain advantag-

es of which we are not even aware. So we speak without knowmg

why we say the things we do. And we act without realizing why we

do the thjgpgs we do. But there are always reasons, and if we really

want to gain control of our lives, we owe it to ourselves to discover
_our own hidden agendas and motives.
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The Power to Withstand a Test ARYN 1PVON DM SRIY DY HY DIRON IYNN DR 1Y DMODR YN R

We suggest that the Torah's account of the misonenim reflects a fundamental 219 D21 T NY MY X RY YR DY 2P ImRa

inci ic 2 i i : Every individuals .
principle, by means of which we can resolve this perplexing an.omal.y Every e oy YT TNOM PN DY AN %3 SN M MY [N T 1R
ability to overcome difficulties and to succeed when faced with nisyonos is dependent = = /11 V1 83 1
his attitude toward avodas Hashem. In truth, every human being is endowed with TIR IRV DMI¥DD WY MNP AT KON IPITO I5NIN ,PIPN NIRRT B .DO1INN
on his . ) : Bl AR
the inner strength to overcome the many challenges and obstacles he encounters along
the path o his goal DN NPN NPT INI02 17IPR 707300 VRN O AR DMYY RYN
But the impotant question is: Wha, Iy fuct & hlsi‘m + oleheartedly and to drav oON IPRD N1 DR 0WE RY AT MR 0PI ‘A DR D MR P Y
ife i erve Hashem wholeheartedly ar et LTS BT NI AR
I Fo: S‘I)»g‘le P'eoli’z;}il:gp:irt‘;uotskfeotfeﬁ:\;;;z:Mesillas Yesharim (ch. 1), “A human being "7 +/IRIO 2503 N2V YN’ DY N9NTTI2 O T WIMD ,DMwa ooy
close to Him, in _
was created only to delight in Hashem and to bask in the radiance of His Presence.
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Such people will overcome even the most daunting obstacles and weather even the " 11’2’ - 5’ ”,”,7 Coon b N
most challenging nisyonos, since their only goal in life is to serve Hashem. QUERLCAL G 14 RSN i BRI R, A L
This approach in life can be manifest on many different levels of dedication; its )
paradigm is the unbridled devotion displayed by Rabbi Akiva when he was martyred. A1 wmin YW RYaIn onnn am
Rabbi AKiva's tormentots tore off his flesh with iron combs, yet as he experienced that
unspeakable torment, he accepted upon himself the Kingship, of Hashem, proclaiming, .
“Throughout my life I have been distressed by the pasuk, “With all of your soul; which Lﬁa\
that dlove H i . ys said, *
m.eans.[ at one shf)u{ ove Hashem)] even if He takes your S.Oui I always ;axd, When NN DR Y9910 MR T 5 19 1990 BR 1122 TP Y17 SHanny BIR
will this [opportunity] come to my hands so that I can fulfill it?”” (Brachos 61a).
- o P W INRY2 MOIY PHY TR .01 NN MY VN ,PW YIT NYY Tuna avan
% In contrast, there are people in the world whose principal goal in life is not to serve

‘Hashem. Rather, their focus is on their own lives and personal interests. Even if they do 'DE’mn Y8R IR TR TEY 1Y N"wnk S70nnd TaNN D7) AR AN 1N
observe the mitzvos, they view the Torah and its commandiments as being of secondary '
importance relative to their worldly concerns. Such people are bound to have difficulty 3 S . ’ o o :
dealing with the trials that confront them, since the entire concept of nisyonos, along T2 M09 1Y T3 NN 12101 19030 nUIn vmnn ;o om0

with the associated imperative of forgoing worldly comfort and conveniences, stands TR WTT JRIY DY T80 1TN210 "WHWA WOINN .OYYNKI APIY MDD DY MRIND
in complete contradiction to the very essence of their lives.’ AYIaM 0N NIRY WIT AW TIR 1T XY, DIYN WY i W 1T 8Y At 2300
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In light of the above, vt/e can understand the root f:ause of the misonenim’s complaint. ARY 9P M3 PITHYM WTPH T3 NPNI1 KN 00N IANY D TN Ty
Even though they had lived through wondrous miracles, and even though they had = ~— st 505 0 P07

R ; ‘” . ' _n
attained an exceedingly lofty spiritual level due to the inspiring events of Krias Yam Suf '-'-’12...? 3 -7738R TRIVD 100N PANR NN N NP AWR DR IR N - "PORD
and Maamad Har Sinai, the goal of being close to Hashem and keeping His mitzvos was

;10N N1Y” .ovym KW INLIN MW A0S IR TN, MRMA.- RAY DN 5

still not the central focus of their lives. A person can witness incredible ‘miracles and ;’;Njwv By '(Iﬁi 12V T RMIN - “ORTWY AR Maa ' haw
Divine revelations, but if he fails to alter his outlook on life and make a‘gbdas Hashem e T R
his goal in life, he will lack the resolve and fortitude to succeed when he encounters L
tisyonos. (214 AN P R nhwe B ap
Our explanation is founded on Chazal’ description of the Jewish people upon their

departure from Har Sinai as “similar to a child who emerges from school and runs
away” (Yalkut Shimoni, Torah, remez 729). Ramban explains (Barmidbar 10:35) that

npnbn% 15T TIY WD BNwIna s
they traveled away from Har Sinai jovaysly, like a child fleeing from s.chool, because %y (0 %) P10DA LYW amm
they feared that if they remafned there any lo.nger Hash.em would give tl.xem more TR ¥ bY DO¥NS mmnbm @D
mitzvos. We posit that this attitude was the basis for the sin of the misonenim. Rather
than accepting Hashem’s mjtzvos with love and joy, they viewed them as a burden - a
perception that ultimately prevented them from overcoming the difficulties of life in RDPX /02°2MRD DNV N DONR

the midbar and passing the test that they encountered there. 2IN37 313 211 NPAIN (W Kpo'D) MDD

MM MR DRdH IR INR 3R

Our discussion yields an important principle regarding our own service of Hashem.
Our avodas Hushem is founded on the attitude that lies atthe depths of our being and in b33 KRR M 3RO 73T 2non
the innermost recesses of our hearts. A person whose goal in life is to enjoy this W&j_d anYYIY MY TINDN L AINAY MAnn

. and the pleasures it offers, and who views avodas Hashem as‘a matter of secondary « 0 IPR ONTT RY DBROOMRA
gmportance, will find it exceedingly difficult to succeed in the trials that Hashem places -
before him. But a person whose true inner desire is to achievgtloseness to Hashem and
to serve Him wholeheartedly will succeed in overcoming any challenges and obstacles
he encounters, and he will certainly reach his meritorious goal.
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- This is the end of the narrative in the Torah. But the
Tarqgum ,Yonasan reveals a startling fact that adds more
intrigue to this narrative: Eldad and Meidad were half brothers
to Moshe Rabbeinu.

How did that happen? .

The Talmud (Sotah 12a) relates that when Pharach
decreed that all Jewish male babies be thrown into the Nile,
Amram who was the  gadol hador at the time, divorced his
wnte Yocheved. He simply could not fathom bringing children
into the world who would inevitably meet their deaths. Since

- Amram was the leader of the generation, when he divorced his

wife, everyone else followed suit. Only later, when his 3-year-
old daughter Miriam pointed out to her father that his decree
was worse than Pharaoh’s because it precluded Jewish girls
from being born as well, Amram remarried Yocheved. As we
all know, Moshe Rabbemu was_born shortly thereafter.

Targum Yonasan reveals that when Amram divorced her,
Yocheved wanted to continue to have children. She married
Eltzaphan ben Pamach and gave | bxrth o two sons, Eldad and
Meidad, before she apparently got dlvorced frog! him and
remarned Amram. ( Note that this sort of of marriage_is_no lon-
ger permissible, because the Torah prohibits a person from

‘ remarrying a woman .whom _he divorced once she marries
another man. Before Mattan Torah, howevers these forbidden
marriages were allowed.) gy

This teaching is absolutely v(astouggmwg’ First of all, if the
gadol hador. goes and divorces his wife because he feels that

it is > wrong | to bri

i d to dle ‘how could Yocheved dety him
and marry someone else?
. Furthermore, psychologically, it must be -harder for a
mother to_carry a baby for nine months and give birth to
him_and then see him die a cruel death than it is for a father
* to experience it. How could it be that Amram couldn’t bear
to see his sons drown, but Yocheved was willing to take a
chance? ' )

Finally, Yocheved was over 120 years old when Amram
divorced her. For her to bear children at that point would be
nothing short of miraculous. Why would she think that even
while negating the practical decision of the gadol hador,
Hashem would grant her children?

Rav Elya Svei answered all these questions with one clari-
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® Yocheved, who was only two generations removed from I snbna by on ’pNT wana "[:51
Yaakov Avinu (she was Levi’s daughter) — as opposed r

husband’s three generations — was certain that the closer in
generations one is to the Patriarchs, the clearer their under-
standing of Hashem’s will.

*Yocheved had the true understandmg that man is not
supposed tc make. Hashem s _calculations for Him. We are
required to Fulfill our obligations and leave the rest to Him. He
gave us a mitzvah of peru u’revy, and we are required to fulfill _
that L.ommandment and leave the rest to Hashem.

The proof that Yocheved was correct was that Eldad and
eidad were born from her marriage to Eltzaphan. These two
men were so great that unlike the rest of the elders, they mer-

ited to prophesy on thexr _own, in the _encampment, without

having to have the power of prophecy transferred from their

11 the other elders only prophesxed that one.tirge, Elda'd“and
%l\eldad contmued to prophesy after that day. Why? Because
of Yocheved's mesirus nefesh to follow the will of Hashem not
the gut mstmct of a parent.

We've always known that Yocheved was rewarded for her
dedncatxon to saving Jewnsh chlldren by havmg three great
children: Aharon, Moshe and Mmam (see Shemos :

Rashi).
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